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CHURCHES 1961:

Spirit of Byzantium

Frank Lloyd Wright's Greek Orthodox Church, in Wavwwatosa, Wise.

Mission-in-the-round

Olav Hammarstrom’s shingled Episcopal sanctuary, in Lafayette, Calif.

Soaring timbers in the woods

Vactor Lundy’s upswept Unitarian Church, in Westport, Conn.

Austerity in concrete

Paul Schweikher’s Presbyterian Church, i FEast Liverpool, Ohio.

The Protestant search for form

A theologian discusses symbolism ; an architect translates it into shape.

Gallery: Primitive churches
Out-of-the-way wvignettes of U.S. religious life, by Walker Evans.

Le Corbusier builds at Harvard

T'he new Visual Arts Center may come as a shock to “The Yard”

Technology: New facts about glass

Some basic information on an old but exiraordwmary material.

The U.S. builds in Greece

Waller Gropiwus’ new American Embassy in Athens.

Local codes: a national problem

Authority Norbert Brown sets down some guide lines to reform.

Criticism : Washington, D.C.

Sibyl Moholy-Nagy analyzes the “Plan for the Year 2000.”

Rebuilding

A remodeled temple . . . church air conditioning . . . quarterly statistics.
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Publisher’s note

ForuM’s 62,000 subscribers represent
every branch of building—eclients as well
as archifects, engineers, and contractors—
and ForuM’s editors try hard to satisfy
their individual and common interests.
Sometimes the editors wonder how well
they succeed. To be sure, the volume of
their mail and the trend of the magazine’s
circulation are comforting; but to satisfy
their curiosity more fully, the editors last
spring asked Readex Inec. to measure the
interest of subscribers in each issue.

The results have been enlightening—
sometimes surprising—and may be of
interest to readers, particularly those who
have participated in the surveys. Here are
some of the eight months’ findings:

B Most interesting was the comprehen-
sive article in July about the Chase
Manhattan office tower, designed by Skid-
more, Owings & Merrill. It interested 98
per cent of Forua’s readers. Because this
article covered the techniecal and economie
aspects of the building as well as its
architecture, as do many Forum stories,
it 1s not surprising that it was of almost
equal concern to readers of all kinds.

B What is surprising is that such artieles
as that on the “far out” architecture of
Le Corbusier (April) also prove to be of
general interest. This one appealed to 85
per cent of the architects and to 70 per
cent of the contractors and the clients.

B Least interesting (30 per cent) was
the prophetic article in February on fall-
out shelters. A sign of the changing times
—and perhaps of different editorial treat-
ment—is the fact that a second article on
this subject in October scored 73 per cent!

B The regular departments, with one
exception, score high. “News,” for instance,
has averaged 87 per cent; “Projects,” 86;
“Produects,” 73. The exception was “Ex-
cerpts” (37 per cent), and it has been
discontinued.

Although the survey results to date speak
well for the editors’ appraisal of readers’
interests, the staff will not be guided by
the high scores of “sure-fire” popular ar-
ticles or the low scores of some articles
which 1t feels should interest the industry.
Forum seeks to be interesting with useful,
rounded coverage of important informa-
tion and ideas. Thus, the survey results
are more useful to the editors (if not the
advertisers®) as a check-up on past per-
formance than as a guide to future per-
formance.—J.C.H. Jr.

*To help readers get what they are looking for
in advertisements, Readex also surveys the ad
pages, and the results are passed on to manufac-
turers and their advertising agencies.




